
 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

UCLG STATEMENT TO THE UNITED NATIONS HUMANS RIGHTS COUNCIL ON 

«The role of Local Governments in the promotion and protection of human rights»  

HRC intersessional panel discussion 

4th September 2017, Palais des Nations, Genève 

As the world organisation representing local governments, United Cities and Local 

Governments is pleased to note that the Council is bringing forward the work to 

recognise the prominent role that local governments play in promoting, protecting and 

effectively implementing human rights.   

UCLG has provided specific inputs to the work of the Advisory Committee and the 

Council based on the experience of our member cities realising human rights. Several 

examples can be found in the promotion of local charters and action plans, monitoring 

mechanisms, training programs for public workers and specific efforts to ensure human 

rights universality.  

UCLG has also contributed to the definition of a global human rights framework by 

facilitating common initiatives of local governments and giving them global voice and by 

coordinating the elaboration and promotion of the Global Charter-Agenda for Human 

Rights in the City.  

 

UCLG expresses its concern regarding the current widespread context of human rights 

violations at all levels and reaffirm its commitment to the principles of indivisibility, 

interdependence and universality of human rights, as well as the respect local 

democracy for local officials.  

 

We are convinced that the adoption of the SDGs and the New Urban Agenda will 

complement and strengthen human rights, and we commit to achieving them.  

Despite these advances, 4 conditions are necessary for the realisation of human rights at 

the local level: local autonomy and decentralisation with competences and means; 

having the maximum available resources fulfil economic, cultural and social rights 

through sound local finances;  meaningful participation for civil society ;  and supporting 

the work of global city networks such as UCLG to developing guides, promoting research 

and mutual learning processes, and establish monitoring mechanisms.   

In line with the Advisory Committee Report recommendations, UCLG encourages 

Member States:  



 

 

• To further develop their work to promote and monitor the implementation of 

human rights at the local level in a permanent dialogue with local authorities and 

their organizations. 

• To promote decentralization and local institutional strengthening policies. 

• To promote the Global-Charter Agenda for Human Rights in the city as a 

reference tool for the implementation and establishing monitoring mechanisms. 

• To advance in the recognition and promotion of the Right to the City. 

UCLG is ready to participate in the definition of specific measures to facilitate 

transparency and fight against corruption. 

UCLG commits itself to disseminate the conclusions of the panel among its constituency 

and partner organizations and is available to work with the Council to further deepen and 

promote the localization of human rights. 

 


